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Elks Have Made a Home with CP Rochester for 65 Years 
Civic organization commits its efforts to individuals with disabilities 

 
 

July 2, 2012 (Rochester, NY) By their very nature, civic organizations commit their time, 

energy, and effort to a wide variety of causes in the community. The Benevolent and Protective 

Order of Elks Lodge #24 in Henrietta goes above and beyond its mission to serve our Rochester 

region. In addition to its breakfast for veterans, efforts with the LPGA, Flag Day celebrations, 

Father’s Day breakfasts, hosting Fresh Air kids, and youth golf tournaments, the Elks members 

have devoted the last 65 years to helping individuals with developmental disabilities who receive 

care at CP Rochester. Right now, they are gearing up for their Annual MusicFest on July 29 from 

which the proceeds will be gifted to the agency.  

 

The relationship between CP Rochester and the Elks started in 1946 when the civic organization 

raised $5,000 to be applied toward the very first United Cerebral Palsy Home on East Avenue. 

Over the years, the special friendship blossomed as did the efforts of the Elks – most notably in 

the area of fundraising – and not just in the Rochester region, but throughout the entire state of 

New York. All affiliated ‘CP’ organizations in New York have been classified as the Elks’ 

statewide ‘major project,’ focusing on raising money for these not-for-profits to help in all areas 

of these very special organizations.  
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For CP Rochester, the local Elks lodges could not be better friends. Their very active members 

have given countless volunteer hours and hundreds of thousands of dollars to support CP 

Rochester’s mission to support people with physical and developmental disabilities in choosing 

and accomplishing successive, individualized life goals. 

 

The Elks have done so much: they support the CP Rochester’s Home Service Program, have 

donated a van (‘Elkmobile’) which allows staff to travel throughout a seven county region to 

care for individuals in their home. They have hosted annual Pro Am bowling tournaments which 

connected professional bowlers with CP Rochester program participants. The Elks were very 

active with the agency’s telethons, raffled classic cars to raise funds and awareness, and hosted 

events such as Breakfast with Santa. The Elks continue their support through annual picnics, 

participation in the United Way Day of Caring, hosting car shows, purchasing or collecting items 

on the agency’s ‘wish list,’ and volunteering for agency fundraising events such as the Run for 

Fun and WalkAbout.  

 

A particularly active Elk, Richard Heveron, was well-known as a ‘hands-on’ member who rolled 

up his sleeves and never hesitated to get involved. CP Rochester’s ‘Richard Heveron Community 

Partner Award’ is named after him. The recognition is bestowed on organizations and individuals 

involved with CP Rochester who exemplify his passion for helping individuals with disabilities.  

 

Since 1946, when the Elks helped usher in a new era of medical treatment and family support for 

individuals with cerebral palsy in Rochester, they have never lost sight of their goal. Sixty-five 

years later, and thousands of people helped, they continue their commitment to improve the 

welfare of our community. For CP Rochester, their passion has made all the difference.  
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